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THE  THORNS*  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 
ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR 

Hr. Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 


I  herewith  submit  nqr  Annual  Report  for  1943. 

The  Health  of  the  Rural  District  has  been  very  satisfactory 
during  the  last  year. 

I  have  been  ashed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  to  make  special 
reference  to  the  water  supply  In  tills  Heport. 


1  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

J .  R  •  F . Poppl e well , 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

STAFF. 


Medical  Officer  of  Healths- 

1 

Sanitary  Inspector:- 


J.R .F. Poppl ewell,  M.R.C.S,L.R.C.P 

D.R.C.O.G. 

T.A.C.Maroh,M.8.I.A.,Cert .R.S.I. 


Laboratory  Facllltl es. 

AmWlanoe  fraclllt 1 e s . 

HurslnK  In  the  teoroe.' 

Clinics. 

Air  Uald  Precautions. 

Jn&  ectlon  and  Supervision  of  Food, 

The  facilities  for  all  the  above  Services  are  the  same  as  in 

previous  years. 

Hospitals.  The  E.M.S. Hospital  at  Doddlngton  has  assisted  In  dealing 

with  any  excess  of  oases^from  Peterborough  Hospital. 

»  r *  * 

Water  Supply.  Water  is  obtained  from  the  River  Nene  at  the  Dog-in-a- 
Doublet  sluice  from  where  it  passes  through  a  pipe  a  short  distance 
Into  an  artificial  canal  (not  used  now  for  navigation)  called  Thorney 
River  and  thence  flows  a  distance  of  some  three  miles  to  an  Intake  at 
the  Thorney  Waterworks  where  It  passes  through  a  filtration  and  -  - 
chlorination  plant  and  Is  pumped  Into  a  water  tower  to  provide  a  piped 
supply  to  the  Village  of  Thorney. 

The  quality  of  this  water  Is  fair  but  somewhat  unpalatable  owing  to  thi 
large  quantity  of  chlorine  used. 

About  half  the  dwellinghouses  are  supplied  from  this  source  and  the 
same  proportion  of  the  population. 

This  supply  is  at  present  constant,  but  it  is  understood  that  some 
apprehension  is  felt  as  to  the  availability  of  wholesome  water  from  thi 
River  Nene  If  the  shortage  of  rainfall  persists. 

The  remainder  of  the  dwellinghouses  and  the  population  housed  therein 
are  not  served  by  a  piped  supply.  These  rely^gjp  Rainfall  collected 
from  the  houses  and  farm  buildings  in  cisterns £For  drinking  purposes 
and  such  water  as  they  can  get  from  the  adjacent  dykes  for  other 
domestic  purposes. 

At  times  like  the  present  a  considerable  quantity  of  water  is  carted 
by  the  Farmers  from  the  Thorney  water  works  for  their  own  use  and  that 
of  the  occupiers  of  their  cottages  on  the  Farms. 

The  position  is  likely  to  become  more  acute  owing  to  Intensive  land 
drainage  operations  practised  in  the  district  in  relation  to  the 
agricultural  industry,  as  very  little  water  is  allowed  to  remain  in 
the  dykes. 

my  opinion  it  is  essential  that  a  piped  supply  should  be  provided 
throughout  the  district  for  domestic  purposes  which  would  also  benefit 
the  Farmers  and  would  result  in  much  less  water  being  required  to  be 
taken  from  the  River  Nene. 
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Housing.  Eight  new  Agricultural  Worker* *  house*  hare  been  erected 
durl ng  the  past  year.  They  have  been  built  under  the  Government 
Scheme  and  passe**  water  laid  on,  Indoor  sanitation  and  bathrooms. 

Infectious  Disease.  There  ha*  been  very  little  infectious  disease 
during  the  past  year«as  shown  in  Table  "A"  annexed. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation.  32*5$  children  under  5  and  74*2 $  of 
children  betaken  5  and'  I'5  are  Immunised. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Total. 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births.  Legitimate. 

Illegitimate; 

35- 

21. 

3. 

14. 

2. 

Stillbirths.  . 

3. 

3. 

- 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year.. 

2. 

2. 

- 

Deaths  from  Cancer,  (all  ages). 

2. 

- 

2. 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  (all  ages) 

1 . 

1. 

- 

Table  showing  incidence  of  Tuberculosis 

during  1943.  . 
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